
“Serving Christ as a welcoming community of 
grace, so all may know God’s love.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Michael Lutheran Church 

Greenville, South Carolina 

Andrea Bates, Pastor 

Kyle Bates, Pastor 

David Rhyne, deacon for music ministry 

All Members, Ministers 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
May 5, 2024 

 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship  Holy Communion Setting Four 



 
 
 
 
PRELUDE           This Is My Father’s World – Valerie Floeter 
       
 
 
You’re invited to stand. 
 
 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
the wellspring of grace, 
our Easter and our joy. 
Amen. 
 
Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
Immersed in the promises of baptism, 
let us give thanks for what God has done for us. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning 
your voice thundered over the deep 
and water became the essence of life. 
Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. 
The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. 
Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea 
into freedom’s land. 
In a desert pool the Ethiopian official 
entered your boundless baptismal life. 
 
Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John 
and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection 
you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love, 
freeing us to live as Easter people. 
We rejoice with glad hearts, 
giving all honor and praise to you, 
through the risen Christ, our source of living water, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!  
 
 



GATHERING SONG     I Come with Joy            ELW 482 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
GREETING 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. And also with you. 
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KYRIE  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
The Lord be with you.               And also with you. 
 
Let us pray. O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. 
Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain 
your promises, which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

 

❖ WORD ❖ 
                     

 

You’re invited to sit. 

 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON                Pastor Kyle 
 
 
 
FIRST READING               Acts 10:44-48 

 
                 

A reading from Acts 
 
44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45The cir-
cumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit 
had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in tongues and 
extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people 
who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So he ordered them to be baptized in 
the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days.  
 
The Word of the Lord.       Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PSALM             Psalm 98 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 1Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done | marvelous things, 
  whose right hand and holy arm have | won the victory. 

 2O Lord, you have made | known your victory, 
  you have revealed your righteousness  

in the sight | of the nations. 
 3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the | house of Israel; 

  all the ends of the earth have seen the victory | of our God. 
 4Shout with joy to the Lord, | all you lands; 
  lift up your voice, re- | joice, and sing. R 

 5Sing to the Lord | with the harp, 
  with the harp and the | voice of song. 

 6With trumpets and the sound | of the horn 
  shout with joy before the | king, the Lord. 

 7Let the sea roar, and | all that fills it, 
  the world and those who | dwell therein. 

 8Let the rivers | clap their hands, 
  and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord,  

who comes to | judge the earth. 
 9The Lord will judge the | world with righteousness 

  and the peo- | ples with equity. R  
 
 

SECOND READING                        1 John 5:1-6 
 
A reading from 1 John 
 

1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who 
loves the parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the children of God, when 
we love God and obey his commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that we obey his 
commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, 4for whatever is born of 
God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is 
it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 
 
 6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but 
with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the 
truth.  
 
The Word of the Lord.                 Thanks be to God. 
 
 
You’re invited to stand. 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL                          John 15:9-17 

  
The Holy Gospel according to St. John                    Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If you 
keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s com-
mandments and abide in his love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy may be 
in you, and that your joy may be complete. 
 12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No one 
has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if 
you do what I command you. 15I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant 
does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have 
made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me 
but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the 
Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these commands 
so that you may love one another.”  
 
The Gospel of the Lord.                         Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

You’re invited to sit. 

 

 

SERMON                                           Pastor Kyle 

 

 
Silence is kept for reflection  

 

 

You’re invited to stand. 

 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY           Love Divine, All Loves Excelling                ELW 631 
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NICENE CREED  
With the heavenly hosts and all the saints we confess the faith of the Church… 
 
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, 
the world, and all those in need of good news. 
 
You’re invited to kneel. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Your Holy Spirit falls upon all who hear the word. Fill your church with the gifts of your 
Spirit and give understanding hearts to those who strengthen our commitments with our 
ecumenical and interreligious partners. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 



You speak and the face of the earth is renewed. Revive your creation, that habitats and 
every kind of living thing might flourish. Protect endangered species and help us to care for 
all your creatures. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Your world is divided and the nations rage. Grant wisdom and vision to world leaders, that 
they may seek justice, peace, and the good of all. Strengthen international partnerships 
and cooperation. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Your children are in need. Comfort all those who suffer, especially those afflicted by anxie-
ty, depression, and mental illness. Help us to be conduits of your love in our care for one 
another. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Your work is done in this place with our hands. Bless the ministries of this congregation, 
that we may embody your love for the world. Inspire those who plan and lead worship, 
council members, committee members, and volunteers. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
Your blessed saints now rest in you. Give us thankful hearts for those who have gone be-
fore us. At the last, bring us all together around your heavenly banquet table. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
You’re invited to stand. 
 
 
 
PEACE 
 

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other  
in the peace of the risen Christ. 

 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, 
and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words. 

 

 
You’re invited to sit. 
 
 
 
OFFERING 

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, 
including care of those in need. 

 
 
 



OFFERING ANTHEM                                     
     
8:30 AM                   Bob Peterson, baritone 
 

Thy Perfect Love – K. Lee Scott 
 
 Jesu, my love, my joy, my rest, thy perfect love close in my breast that I thee love 
and never rest; and make me love thee of all things the best, and wound my heart in thy 
love free, that I may reign in joy evermore with thee. 
 Therefore, be a reflection of God, as dearly loved children; and lead a life of love, 
just as Christ has loved us and gave himself for us. 
 Jesu, my love, my joy, my rest, thy perfect love close in my breast that I thee love 
and never rest; and make me love thee of all things the best, and wound my heart in thy 
love free, that I may reign in joy 
evermore with thee.         
          — Ephesians 5:1-2 
 
12:30 PM                  Adult Choir 
 

If Ye Love Me – Thomas Tallis 
 
If ye love me, keep my commandments, and I will pray the Father, and he shall give you 
another comforter, that he may bide with your forever, even the spirit of truth. 
 
  
           — John 14:15-17 
 
You’re invited to stand. 
 
 
 
OFFERTORY HYMN       Be Not Afraid        ELW 388 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer 
here be signs of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our true vine. 
Amen.  

 

❖ MEAL ❖ 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
The Lord be with you.          And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts.           We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.        It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our 
Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who in 
dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary 
Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection with earth and sea and all 
their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn:   

 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
 

We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood,  
 for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery, 
 and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer. 
 

We give you thanks for Jesus 
 who, living among us, healed the sick,  
 fed the hungry, 
 and with a love stronger than death, 
 gave his life for others. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
 our Lord Jesus took bread,  
 and gave thanks; broke it, 
 and gave it to his disciples, 
 saying:  Take and eat; 
 this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, 
 he took the cup, gave thanks, 
 and gave it for all to drink, 
 saying:  This cup is  
 the new covenant in my blood, 
 shed for you and for all people 
 for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 

Remembering, therefore, 
 his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, 
 we await your promised life for all this dying world. 
 

Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: 
 carry us in your arms from death to life, 
 that we may live as your chosen ones, 
 clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 
 

Through him all honor and glory is yours, 
 almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,  
 in your holy Church, 
 both now and forever. 
 Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 Forever and ever.  Amen. 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. Come and eat at 
God’s table.  
 
You’re invited to sit.  
 
COMMUNION 
 
8:30 AM  

All are invited to the Lord’s Table, following the direction of our ushers in the center aisle. 

Please kneel at the rail as able and we will offer bread and prefilled cups of either wine or 

white grape juice. Then, we will collect empty cups, and you may return to your seat by 

the closest side aisle.  

 
12:30 PM 
All are invited to the Lord’s Table, following the direction of our ushers in the center aisle. 
The eucharist will be offered by intinction. You will first receive the bread, and then you 
will proceed to dip it into the wine or grape juice chalice. Please return to your seat by 

the closest side aisle. 
 

Those unable to consume wine or bread/wafers are assured that the crucified and risen 
Christ is fully present for you in, with, and under each element. Gluten-free wafers are 

available by request. 
 
 
You’re invited to sit. 
 
COMMUNION SONG 

 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNION HYMNS            Beautiful Savior                   ELW 838 
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           Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love               ELW 708 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You’re invited to stand. 
 
 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Amen.  
 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray. Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished 
us with your love. Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and 
share the abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend. Amen.  

 

❖ SENDING ❖ 
 

BLESSING 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!  
The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter hope + 
bless you now and always. Amen.  
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SENDING SONG                  Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing      ELW 389 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL   
 
Children are invited to join worship leaders at the entrance to the sanctuary for the  

dismissal, speaking the words “serve the Lord!”  

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God!  



POSTLUDE            8:30  Trumpet Tune – Mark Sedio 
   12:30  This Is the Feast – Thomas Keesecker 



The logo of St. Michael Lutheran Church graphically portrays our congregation’s sense of 

identity and purpose.  It depicts the People of God gathered around Christ -- the tradition-

al “Chi-Rho” monogram in the center -- and surrounded at every point of the compass by 

the people in the world, among whom Christ sends us to live and to serve. As we gather 

and scatter each week, Christ makes us different, and empowers us to make a difference.  

While our congregation has called those with particular gifts to equip us for our ministry, 

each Baptized member of St. Michael Lutheran Church is God’s minister in this place and 

time, “Serving Christ as a welcoming community of grace, so all may know God’s love.” 

SERVING TODAY 

    8:30    12:30 

Altar Guild            Jackie Frederick and Leanore Brissey 

Greeters          Kim Stover         Marie Castagnaro & Marge Maybee 

Assisting Minister         Pat George    Kathryn Rhyne 

Lector           Luci Floyd   Van Matthews 

Acolyte               John Thomas Bugay   

Recording Ministers         John Fulmer        

STAFF 

Andrea Bates      Kyle Bates         David Rhyne      Ellen Bradshaw                Johnny Watson                              

Pastor               Pastor              Deacon             Administrative Assistant     Facilities Maintenance 

                                                                                                        

COUNCIL 

 Fred Baus       Marie Castagnaro      Stan Metzger   Jennifer Fenske         

 John Fulmer             Julie Gibson            Averi Ulmer             Adam Miles      

   Mary Long          Sandy Sughrue            Matt Wofford           

2619 Augusta Street — Greenville, South Carolina 29605 — (864) 232-8510 

www.stmichaelelca.org 


